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feed in Japan, compared with forty-nine millions in the British
Isles. You will see at a glance what sort of problem it is that faces
these poor island folk. Living so near the sea-shore they would
of course fish; but although they have now reached the point
where they are breeding certain sorts of fish in the muddy water
of their rice fields, the difficulty remains unsolved and unsolvablc
ilk view of the fact that the population increases by more than
650,000 people a year.
It was inevitable therefore that Japan should look for more
territory; and it was only natural that first she should think of
the badly administered and sadly neglected lands that lay just
across the China Sea. America would have suited her better, but
it is too far away, and besides is much too strong. Australia is not
so far away, but nine-tenths of that continent is a desert and of
no possible use to anybody. But Manchuria (or Manchukuo, as it
is now to be called) is within easy reach, and the road to Man-
churia was indicated by the land bridge of the Korean peninsula
from which the mainland of Japan is separated by the narrow
Strait of Korea. This strait is only 120 miles wide and is con-
veniently divided into halves by the Tsushima islands, those
islands near which the Japanese fleet destroyed the Russian
squadron in 1905, and removed Russia as a possible rival in
eastern Ask.
As for the Korean peninsula, which is situated in the same
latitude as southern Italy and Sicily, although it has a much
colder climate, it was in no position to defend itself. The Koreans,
who called their country Ch'ao Hsicn or " the chosen land of the
morning quiet," were descendants of Chinese immigrants who
had occupied die country in the twelfth century before the birth
of Christ They had easily conquered the natives, a very primi-
tive race who had lived in caves and subterranean holes in the
mountains of the interior. These immigrants from the west had
then established a kingdom of their own, which, however,
was never able to gain complete independence from the mother
country of China and which was for ever being harassed by
Japanese pirates.
In 1592 Japan made her first attempt to get hold of Korea,